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JLMBC Monthly Meeting 
January 12, 2021 

Minutes 
 

Joint Labor/Management Benefits Committee – *William Elarton-Selig, Chair, JLMBC 

MEMBERS 
*James Bradley, SEIU Local 99 

*Suleman Ishaque, President, 
AFT College Staff Guild, Local 

1521A 
Otto W. K. Lee, LAHC/President, 

Administrative Representative 

*Ernesto Medrano, LA/OC 
Building & Construction Trades 

Council 
*Joanne Waddell, President, L.A. 

College Faculty Guild, Local 1521 
Bruce Hicks, SEIU Local 721 

Matthew Jordan, President, 
LACCD Administrator’s Unit 

represented by Teamsters Local 911 

*Pamela Atkinson, Chapter Chair, 
1521A 

ALTERNATES 
*Dr. Celena Burkhardt, 

Teamsters Local 911 
*Mercedes Gutierrez,  

Director of HR, Administration 
*Annie Reed, Interim Dean of 

Employee Relations, 

Administration 
*Priscilla Lopez, Teamsters 

Local 911 
*Hazel Alonzo, AFT College 

Staff Guild, Local 1521A 

RESOURCES TO THE JLMBC 
Dr. Albert Román 

*Leon Marzillier, Retiree 
Laurie Green, Retiree 

*Fern Reisner, Retiree, AFT 
1521A 

*Claudette McClenney, 

Retiree, SEIU Local 721 
*Leila Menzies, Management 

Association 
Kenneth Taira, Adjunct 

*Katrelia Walker, ESC, Human 
Resources 

*Leo Costantino, Risk Manager 
Valencia Moffet, Director of 

Business Services 

Sharon Hendricks, Retirement 
Liaison, AFT 1521 

*Isabel Alejandro, 
Management Association 

 

 
VISITORS/SUBSTITUTES—Arthur J. Gallagher & Co. (*Marcos Morales, *Mirna 

Medina, *Rachel Parker), *Andy Duran (IT), SEIU (Shawn Tramel, Mary 
Vanginkle), Joseph Cartwright, *John Clark, *Dr. Luis Dorado 

 
*Indicates “Present” 

 

The Benefits Committee meeting convened at 9:38 a.m. 
Location: Zoom 

 

The meeting was called to order by Bill Elarton, Chair. 
 

Approval of Agenda 

 

Agenda is approved.  

Convened to Regular JLMBC Meeting 

Approval of Minutes 

Minutes are approved. 



2 

 

Discussion/Follow-Up Reports 

A. Spring Newsletter Final Drafts 

Rachel opens up the floor for any last minute feedback, as she explains this 

is the final draft and look for the committee. It is pointed out that the 

retirees do not have access to a portal to update their information. Rachel 
explains that was a place holder on the retiree newsletter until she had 

clarification on how the district intended to collect that information. Leo 

explains they will be sending out a separate mailer to collect the retiree 
contact information. Rachel says she will adjust the wording on the cover 

and throughout the retiree information wherever the portal is mentioned.  

In reviewing the contacts list, it is pointed out that Mary Jo should be 

removed as an alternate. Bill says Dr. Luis Dorado will be the Interim 

President replacing Otto for Los Angeles Harbor College. Andy says he is the 
new IT resource, taking over for Isabel who is retiring. Rachel requests Andy 
provides his email in the chat. Leila points out that Isabel will eventually be 

taking her position and Isabel’s information should match Leila’s in the 
newsletter. Leila says she can remain listed as a resource one last time in 
this spring’s newsletter.   

B. COVID-19 Relief Act 

Bill asks if the white page he is going to reference was included in the packet 
sent this morning. Rachel says it was not. Bill then shares on the screen the 

white page provided by Gallagher. Bill says the question around the FSA 
came up initially around June. Bill explains people were not able to spend 

the money they had put into their FSA due to COVID. Bill explains that 
currently the limit that can rollover to next year is $550 and more than that 

would be forfeited. Bill explains that on December 21st congress changed 
that rule but it does not have to be enacted, which is why the committee will 

vote on the recommendation. Bill further explains they are allowed to 

rollover the full amount of the FSA into next year and possibly the following 

year. Bill says prior to this provision, there was one other action passed that 

was more lenient on the qualified life events that would have allowed you to 

stop your contributions. Bill says by the time that information got out 

however, it was too late to do that and they continued their contributions. 
Bill explains this would offer some relief to those who could not use their 

funds, if the committee votes to support that recommendation to the 

District. Bill says he doesn’t see any reason the District would not go with 
the recommendation to do so, since there is not cost involved.  

Pamela notes that the document’s writing is incredibly tiny on the screen. 

Bill says it is actually 12 point font but is just showing that way on the 

screen. Bill adds that Gallagher will be sending out the document as well for 

the members to review.  
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Celena points out that it looks like this could apply to both dependent care 

and health care FSAs. Bill confirms. Celena says that is great since she has 

colleagues that were concerned about both, but the dependent care 
specifically. Bill asks if Marcos has any additional information or clarity to 

provide. Marcos says a lot of companies today are having these discussions 

about how they are going to include it in their plans. Leo adds that the intent 
is to be able to carry over the entirety of both FSA funds into 2021 and 

possibly 2022 since the health crisis will be continuing. Leo says there is no 

cost impact so he would suggest voting on recommending the carryover. Bill 
asks if anything will need to be changed to up the rollover amount to $550 

since it currently says $500. Leo says it wouldn’t matter with the ability to 

roll over the entirety of the accounts. Bill understand but adds they have to 

vote each year to change the contribution amount so he wants to make sure 
it doesn’t get left behind somehow. Leo says this rollover would overwrite 

that and it will be looked at each year as the pandemic shifts and changes. 

Leo says it would carry the balances over each year without any impact. Leo 
adds there is also a provision to allow mid-year changes to be made this 
year without a triggering event. Leo explains you would finally be able to 

make changes due to how the pandemic is affecting your needs, making it 
more flexible.  

Bill asks if there are any questions. There are none. Bill says it will be an 
action item the committee will vote on later.  

C. Constituency Agenda Items 

Bill says this is just a quick reminder to those attending the meeting to let 
him know if you want to see anything on the agenda, such as the update on 
Plan B. Bill says most of the people on this call don’t come to the agenda 

setting call so if any of the units have something they want to talk about in 
the meeting and get on the agenda, to simply email Bill. Bill says you can 

send it anytime and he will keep a running list going.  

Fern, referencing the newsletters, says she was looking at the items 

excluded by the HRA and notes that it excludes marriage counseling. Fern 
feels that during the pandemic when people are quarantined at home, there 

is probably a big need for marriage counseling. Fern wants to know if there 

is any way that can be included as an eligible expense. Leo explains that the 
District does not set what is eligible, as that is set at the federal level. Leo 

says he can ask, but it’s not likely to go anywhere. Fern thinks it may go 

somewhere with the whole country locked down. Leo points out they are just 

a school district and do not have any sort of lobbying power in Washington. 

Leo says he can definitely ask and confirm for her that he did so, but he is 
certain it will not go anywhere as they do not have influence over what is 

covered on these plans. Fern thanks Leo.  
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Bill wants to adjust the agenda to handle everything else before the closed 

session. Bill asks if closed sessions and discussions from the floor can be 

swapped next time, then followed by action items and then closed session, 
for the agenda moving forward. Rachel notes to do so for the next agenda.  

Discussion from the Floor 

Bill asks if anyone has anything they would like to discuss from the floor. 

Annie wants to know when the Spring newsletter, once approved, is 

scheduled to go out. Rachel explains the goal is to get it to the printer by 
this Friday or early next week. Rachel adds it will be mailed out to be 

received by early February.  

Constituency Reports 

A. Retirees 

None  

B. Actives 

None 

C. Adjuncts 

None  

Action Items 

A. Approval of Spring Newsletters 

Spring newsletters are approved with minor corrections. The vote passes 
with 5 approved and 2 abstentions. Bill explains the corrections will go to Bill 

and Leo for final approval.  

B. Approval of Relief Act Suggestion 

Bill explains the vote is to recommend to the District and the board that they 

do enact that rollover options made available by the December 21st relief 
act. The vote passes 5 approved and 1 abstention.  

Public Comments 

Claudette shares that she has been imploring all retirees she comes in 

contact with to update their contact information so that they can stay 

informed on what is going on and is trying to compile a list.  

Closed Session 

Adjourned to closed session. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 11:10 AM. 


