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Los Angeles Community College District and L.A. Metro Team Up to Launch
Fareless Transit ‘GoPass’ Program for District Students

GoPass addresses transportation equity and increases access to higher education

LOS ANGELES (December 7, 2021) — The Los Angeles Community College District
(LACCD), and the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro)
have launched the revolutionary GoPass program for LACCD students today. All
LACCD students will be eligible to participate in the GoPass Program. The GoPass
enables students to ride all buses and trains operated by Metro and participating transit
agencies — completely free of charge — beginning December 1, 2021 through

December 31, 2022.

LACCD Board President, Steve Veres, LACCD Chancellor Francisco Rodriguez, Metro
CEO Stephanie Wiggins and a group of LACCD students announced the new fareless
card at a Metro B Line (Red) Station near Los Angeles City College to officially kick off
the district’'s GoPass program. The GoPass will allow students to seamlessly use Metro

buses and trains, just in time for the start of Winter and Spring semester registration.

Just one-quarter of students in the district reported regularly using public transit to attend
class prior to the COVID-19 pandemic—mainly because of cost concerns. GoPass

removes one more barrier to post-secondary education access for low-income students.
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“It is fitting that transit equity in Los Angeles County takes a big step here today,” said
LACCD Board President Steve Veres. We have been advocating in support of this issue
for over 4 years. This fareless transit system for all students, particularly for community
college students, is transformational for over fifty percent of our students, who've told us
they have difficulty paying for public transport. This effort will undoubtedly bring
improved quality of life and peace of mind to many of our student’s, allowing them to

focus on their academic success.”

The LACCD student body comes from predominantly underrepresented communities.
Sixty-eight percent (68%) of LACCD students come from low-income backgrounds and
over fifty-one percent (51%) of LACCD students live below the poverty line. In a recent
LACCD student survey, fifty-five percent (55%) of respondents reported housing
insecurity and sixty-three percent (63%) of students reported food insecurity. For these
students a fareless public transit pass could be life-changing and could be the difference
between them spending money on food, or spending it on transit to get to school and

complete their degree.

Metro provides a lifeline to lower-income and working-class Angelenos, with eighty-one
percent (81%) reporting an annual income less than $40,000 in a 2019 survey. Making
the system more equitable through programs like GoPass has a direct benefit to those

most in need.

This landmark program is the result of strong and successful grassroots advocacy from
LACCD students, LACCD Board of Trustees and a Fareless Transit Initiative Task Force

set up by Metro to reduce inequity in transportation. Students engaged in the hard work



of coalition building to gain support, winning the endorsement of the Metro Board of
Directors and Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors, who voted unanimously to
approve the LACCD Student Transit Pass Pilot Program in September, resulting in the

launch of the GoPass program today.

Because the majority of students travel to their campus multiple times a week, the use of
public transportation will mitigate traffic congestion, reduce air emissions, and make

college campuses more accessible to the students of Los Angeles.

“A recent study completed by the Hope Center found that students spend a fifth of their
total living expenses on transportation, and this is especially true for community college
students who almost exclusively commute to campus,” said Metro CEO Stephanie N.
Wiggins. “It is clear that students with subsidized transportation perform better at school,
allowing them to focus on what really matters: their education. We created the GoPass
program because we do not want transportation to be one of the barriers students must

face in completing their college education.”

LACCD is the first and so far the largest community college district to join Metro’s
GoPass Program, which will bring free fares to more and more L.A. County students,”
said “We believe this Initiative is a key strategy to increase transit ridership and improve
the customer experience for our riders: especially young riders, who may become

lifelong Metro customers.”

The GoPass program provides fareless transit to students in elementary, middle and
high schools, and today will be made available to all Los Angeles Community College

District students.



“For years, students have told us that transportation is a significant burden impacting
their ability to attend and access our colleges,” said LACCD Chancellor Francisco C.
Rodriguez, Ph.D. “Today we can feel proud of the work we’ve done to bring this effort to
communities who stand to benefit the most. We commend our partners at LA Metro and
the County Board of Supervisors for having the foresight to move forward on this
Initiative. Establishing fareless transit for LACCD students eases the financial burden
and further increases educational access and opportunity for our most underserved
students. | am committed to working alongside Metro to find the resources for the
GoPass because our students need to get back to school in order for our economy to

bounce back and recover from the devastating impact of this global pandemic.”

With Metro’s vision, forward-looking approach, and the dedicated work of advocates
including many LACCD students, the GoPass program was formed with equity and the

needs of students as a priority.

“It has been truly inspiring to be part of a student advocacy team that was able to turn
fareless transit from an idea to reality,” said former LACCD Student Leonardo Gonzalez.
“Students from across our District will now have reliable, equitable, and convenient
transportation to get to class. This initiative will allow students to focus on their

academics and work toward realizing their educational dreams.”

Leonardo, a former LACCD student, rallied and organized students to advocate for the
fareless initiative. He is now a student at the University of California at Berkeley.
Hit
About the Los Angeles Community College District
We are the Colleges of Los Angeles! LACCD (www.laccd.edu) is the nation’s largest

community college district, educating about 250,000 students annually at its nine
colleges that serve the residents of more than 36 cities and communities from 900



square miles of Los Angeles County. Since 1969, the District has been providing an
important learning pathway for students seeking transfer to four-year colleges or
universities while also offering two-year degrees and certificated training programs to
Southern California’s diverse workforce in many specialized trades and professions.
Follow us on Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/LACCD, @LACCD, and on Twitter,
https://twitter.com/laccd @laccd and Instagram, https://www.instagram.com/laccd_edu/
@laccd_edu.

About Metro

The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) is currently
providing lifeline service for essential trips and frontline workers. Metro continues
building the most ambitious transportation infrastructure program in the United States
and is working to greatly improve mobility through its Vision 2028 Plan.

Metro has proudly pledged to the American Public Transportation Association (APTA)
Health and Safety Commitment Program to help ensure the safe return of transit riders
as the U.S. recovers from the COVID-19 pandemic.

Stay informed by following Metro on The Source and El Pasajero at metro.net,
facebook.com/losangelesmetro, twitter.com/metrolosangeles and
twitter.com/metroLAalerts and instagram.com/metrolosangeles.
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El Distrito de Colegios Comunitarios de Los Angeles y L.A. Metro se unen para

lanzar el Programa Gratuito de ‘GoPass’ para estudiantes del Distrito

GoPass aborda equidad de transportacion y apoya el acceso a estudios superiores

LOS ANGELES (7 de diciembre del 2021) — El Distrito de Colegios Comunitiarios de
Los Angeles (LACCD), y La Autoridad de Transporte Metropolitana del Condado Los
Angeles (LA Metro) han lanzado hoy un programa revolucionario para estudiantes del
LACCD. Todo estudiante del LACCD sera elegible a participar en el Programa GoPass.
El GoPass permite a estudiantes tomar todo autobus y tren operado por Metro y
agencias de transito participantes - completamente gratis - comenzando el 1 de

diciembre del 2021 hasta el 31 de diciembre del 2022.

El Presidente de la Mesa Directive del LACCD , Steve Veres, El Canciller de la LACCD
Francisco C. Rodriguez, Ph.D., La Directora de Metro, Stephanie Wiggins y un grupo de
estudiantes del LACCD anunciaron la nueva tarjeta gratuita en la Estacion del Metro B
Linea (Roja) cerca de Los Angeles City College para oficialmente lanzar el programa
GoPass. El GoPass permitird a estudiantes usar fluidamente autobuses y trenes del

Metro, justo a tiempo de iniciar el registro del semestre de invierno y primavera.
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Unicamente un cuarto de estudiantes en el distrito reportaron regularmente utilizar
transporte publico para emprender clases antes de la pandemia de COVID-19-
principalmente por temores del costo. GoPass elimina una barrera mas dando acceso a

estudios superiores a estudiantes de bajos ingresos.

“Es digno que el dia de hoy, aqui, equidad del transporte en Los Angeles toma un paso
agrandado”, dijo Steve Veres, Presidente de la Mesa Directiva de LACCD. Hemos
estado apoyando a este tema por mas de 4 afos. Este sistema gratuito para todo
estudiante, particularmente para estudiantes del colegio comunitario, es transformativo
para mas del cincuenta por ciento de nuestros estudiantes, quienes nos han dicho que
se les dificulta pagar por transporte publico. Este esfuerzo indudablemente traera
mejoras de calidad de vida y tranquilidad a muchos de nuestros estudiantes,

permitiéndoles que se enfoquen en su éxito académico”.

La poblacion estudiantil del LACCD proviene predominantemente de comunidades de
baja representacion. El sesenta y ocho por ciento (68%) provienen de origen de bajos
ingresos y mas del cincuenta y uno por ciento (51%) de estudiantes del LACCD viven
abajo del margen de la pobreza. En un reciente estudio de los estudiantes del LACCD,
el cincuenta y cinco por ciento (55%) de los que respondieron reportaron inseguridad en
tener hospedaje y sesenta y tres por ciento (63%) de los estudiantes reportaron
inseguridad en alimentacion. Para estos estudiantes, un pase de transporte publico
gratuito pudiera ser transformativo y pudiera ser la diferencia entre pagar por

alimentacion o pagar por transporte para llegar a la escuela y obtener su titulo.

Este programa es el resultado del fuerte y exitoso apoyo comunitario de la base de
estudiantes del LACCD, Consejo de Administracion del LACCD y el Grupo de Trabajo

de la Iniciativa Gratuita para el Transporte establecida por Metro para reducir



inequidades en el transporte. Estudiantes involucrados en el duro trabajo de obtener
apoyo, ganando el apoyo del Consejo de Directores de LA Metro y del Consejo de Los
Supervisores del Condado de Los Angeles, quienes votaron unanimemente para
aprobar el Programa Piloto para estudiantes del LACCD en septiembre, resultando en el

lanzamiento del Programa de GoPass el dia de hoy.

Puesto que la mayoria de estudiantes viajan a sus colegios varias veces por semana ,
el uso de transporte publico mitigara la congestion del trafico, reducir4 emisiones

atmosféricas, y hara los colegios mas accesibles a los estudiantes de Los Angeles.

“Un estudio reciente llevado acabo por el Hope Center encontré que estudiantes gastan
una quinta parte de sus gastos totales en transportarse, y eso es especialmente certero
para estudiantes del colegios comunitarios que casi siempre y exclusivamente viajan a
un campus” dijo la Directora de Metro Stephanie N. Wiggins. “Es evidente que
estudiantes con un subsidio para el transporte hacen mejor desempefio en la escuela,
asi permitiéndoles que se enfoquen en lo que realmente es importante: su educacion.
Creamos el programa GoPass porgue no queremos que transportacion sea uno de las
barreras que estudiantes tengan que afrontar cuando estén logrando su educacion en

el colegio.

El programa GoPass provee transporte gratuito a estudiantes en primaria, secundaria y
preparatoria, y hoy se hara disponible a todos los estudiantes del Distrito de Colegios

Comunitarios de Los Angeles (LACCD).

“Por anos, los estudiantes nos han dicho que el transporte es una carga significativa
impactando su habilidad para atender nuestros colegios”, dijo Francisco C. Rodriguez,

Ph.D., Canciller del LACCD. “Hoy podemos sentirnos orgullosos del trabajo que hemos



llevado a cabo para lograr este esfuerzo a comunidades que se beneficiaran al maximo.
Aplaudimos a nuestros socios en LA Metro y Supervisores del Condado por tener una
vision del futuro y mover esta iniciativa hacia adelante. Estableciendo transporte gratuito
para estudiantes marginados del LACCD. Me comprometo a trabajar conjuntamente
con Metro a encontrar recursos para el GoPAss porque nuestros estudiantes necesitan
regresar a la escuela con el fin de superar nuestra economia y recuperarnos del

impacto de la pandemia global.”

Con la vision de Metro, su perspectiva de ver hacia adelante, y la dedicacién de sus
promotores incluyendo muchos estudiantes del LACCD, el programa GoPass fue
formado con equidad y tomando en cuenta las necesidades de los estudiantes como

prioridades.

“‘Realmente ha sido una inspiracion ser parte del equipo de promotores estudiantiles
quienes tornaron la idea de transporte gratuito a una realidad”, dijo Leonardo Gonzalez,
un pasado estudiante del LACCD. Los estudiantes a lo largo del Distrito ahora tendran
transporte fiable, comodo y equitativo para asi poder llegar a clase. Esta iniciativa
permitira a los estudiantes enfocarse en su trabajo académico y realizar sus suefios

educacionales.”

Leonardo, un pasado estudiante del LACCD, organizé y movilizé a estudiantes a apoyar
la iniciativa gratuita. Ahora es estudiante en la Universidad de California, en Berkeley.
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Acerca de El Distrito del Colegios de la Comunidad de Los Angeles

Somos los Colegios de Los Angeles! LACCD (www.laccd.edu) es el distrito de colegios
de la comunidad més grande de la nacién, educando aproximadamente 250,000
estudiantes anualmente en sus nueve colegios que aportan servicios a los residentes



de mas de 36 ciudades y comunidades en los 900 millas cuadradas del condado de Los
Angeles. Desde 1969, el Distrito ha provisto una ruta de aprendizaje importante a
estudiantes que buscan transferir a universidades o colegios de cuatro afios, y al mismo
tiempo ofreciendo titulos de dos afios y programas de entrenamiento certificados en
varias profesiones y gremios a la diversa fuerza de trabajo del Sur de California.
Siganos en Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/LACCD, @LACCD, y Twitter,

https://twitter.com/laccd @laccd e Instagram, https://www.instagram.com/laccd_edu/
@laccd_edu.



