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Legislative and Public Affairs Committee

As Board President and former Chair of the Legislative 
and Public Affairs Committee, I am immensely proud 
to share this publication, which showcases the 
significant legislative and advocacy achievements of 
the Los Angeles Community College District (LACCD) 
over the past 10 years. These achievements have had a 
profound impact on our students and communities. 

I extend heartfelt gratitude to our dedicated legislators 
and partners at all levels of government for their 
unwavering support of the Los Angeles Community 
College District. Your role has been integral in working 
with my board colleagues, students, staff, and faculty 
to advance high-quality postsecondary education for 
the deserving students we serve. Your contributions 
have made a profound difference, ensuring that higher 
education remains a pathway to opportunity, 
empowerment, and equity for all.

I would also like to recognize Chancellor Francisco C. Rodriguez; whose decade of 
exceptional leadership and advocacy left an indelible mark on LACCD. His vision and 
dedication to equity, inclusion, and student success inspired legislative achievements and 
expanded access statewide and nationally. Chancellor Rodriguez’s legacy continues to 
guide us as we strive to remove barriers and uplift every student, and we are deeply 
grateful for his service.

A shout out to our District and Sacramento Advocacy Team, including Maria Luisa Veloz, 
MGI Advocacy, Capitol Advisors Group, Resolute, and Dale Shimasaki, formerly with 
Strategic Education Services. Their strategic and tenacious advocacy has been invaluable to 
our achievements.

We look forward to building on this progress and advocating for policies and resources that 
empower our students and enrich our communities. Your continued support is crucial as we 
strive to make a difference in our students’ lives.



2024

Since 2015, the Los Angeles Community College District (LACCD) has successfully advocated for and 
received over $60 million to support LACCD programs and student services and has chaptered 27 
legislative and budget measures. In addition, LACCD advocates every year in support of California 
Community College Base and Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) increases. The following is a listing 
of the District sponsored policy and fiscal measures from 2015 through 2024:

Assemblymember Miguel Santiago (AD-54) with ELAC Students Assemblymember Mike Fong (AD-49) with LACCD Trustees Henderson, 
Iino, and Hoffman and Student Trustee Cordova
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Community College Part-time Student Tutors 
AB 2931 (Fong): 

This bill treats part-time students enrolled in merit  
districts like their full-time peers and simplifies their 
hiring process to work as student tutors.  
 
Approved by Governor Newsom on September 22, 
2024. Chaptered by Secretary of State -  
Chapter 422, Statutes of 2024



This bill enables community college students to take credit 
and noncredit courses in their native language without 
requiring them to concurrently enroll in an ESL course.  
Governor Gavin Newsom signed the bill into law on  
October 8, 2023. Chapter 559, Education Code relating 
Education Code, relating to educational instruction.

This State Budget Request Funded $10 million per Year for 
Three Years for $30 million to provide wrap-around  
services, safe spaces, and other supports for LGBTQ+ 
students. 
AB 102 (Ting) Budget Act of 2023. Chapter 38, Section 12 
of Article IV of the California Constitution.

This bill requires community college districts to give  
priority access to their non- instructional facilities to  
socioeconomically disadvantaged youth athletic and  
community organizations. 
Governor Gavin Newsom signed the bill into law on July 
13, 2023. Chapter 66, Education Code relating to  
Community Colleges.

Budget Request to increase student basic needs funding. 
Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) Provided to Basic Needs 
Categorical Program. The COLA was 8.22%, the same as 
the COLA for apportionments. This brings the total for  
basic needs to approximately $3.3 million statewide. 
AB 102 (Ting) Budget Act of 2023. Chapter 38, Section 12 
of Article IV of the California Constitution.

State Budget Request for $2.5 million one-time funding to 
establish the LACCD Small Business and Entrepreneurship 
Center at East Los Angeles College. 
SB 117 (Committee on Budget) of 2023. Chapter 50 of
2023.

2023
Increases Access to Native  
Language Instruction
AB 1096 (Fong)

Increases Funding for LGBTQ+ 
Student Services

Increases Community Use and 
Youth Athletic Access to  
Community College Facilities 
AB 1151 (McKinnor)

Increases Funding for Community 
College Student Basic Needs

Establishment of the Los Angeles 
Community College District  
(LACCD) Small Business and  
Entrepreneurship Center
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2022
Establishment of the Los Angeles  
Community College District: California  
Center for Climate Change Education -  
AB 1913 (Bryan)

Establishment of the Community College Hire 
UP: From Corrections to Career Pilot Program -  
AB 2425 (Bryan)

Funding for the Establishment of the  
Biotechnology Program:

Funding for the East Los Angeles College  
Vincent Price Art Museum Collection: The State 
Budget requests funds for the establishment of 
the ELAC Digitization Initiative for $1 million:Requires a Funding Analysis for Community 

College Instructional Service Agreements 
with Public Safety Agencies -  
AB 1942 (Muratsuchi)

Expanding Access to California College 
Promise Program for Community College 
Returning Students - AB 2266 (Santiago)

This bill establishes the LACCD California 
Center for Climate Change Education Center 
at West Los Angeles College with a $5 million 
appropriation.  
Bill passed and absorbed into the California 
State Budget (AB 1913) with a $5 million  
allocation for West Los Angeles College.  
District Specific Request. AB 183 (Committee on 
the Budget) 2022. Chapter 54, of 2022.

This bill establishes the Hire UP: From Corrections 
to Career Pilot Program in the California Community 
Colleges Statewide. 
The bill passed with a statewide $30 million  
allocation and was absorbed into the California 
State Budget (AB 2425). Statewide Budget Request. 
AB 183 (Committee on the Budget) 2022.  
Chapter 54, of 2022.

The State Budget request funds and establishes the 
Los Angeles Mission College Biotechnology  
Program for $10 million. 
AB 183 (Committee on the Budget) 2022 passed 
with a Los Angeles Mission College budget  
allocation of $10 million. Chapter 54, of 2022.

AB 179 (Ting) passed with a budget allocation of $1
million. Chapter 249 of 2022.

The bill requires the California Community  
College Chancellor’s Office to issue a  
recommendation to the Department of Finance 
and the Legislature on the instructional service 
agreement full-time equivalent student  
apportionment.  
The bill was passed and signed into law by  
Governor Gavin Newsom. Chapter 930,  
Statutes of 2022.

This bill expands the California College Promise 
Program fee waiver to full-time returning  
students attending community colleges. 
The bill passed with a statewide $25 million 
allocation and was absorbed into the California 
State Budget (AB 2266). Statewide Budget  
Request. AB 183 (Committee on the Budget) 
2022. Chapter 54, of 2022.
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Assemblymembers Fong (AD-49) and Santiago (AD-54) at East LA 
College



2021
Requires Community College Students to  
Complete One Ethnic Studies Course -  
AB 1040 (Muratsuchi)

Establishes the Los Angeles Community College 
District Affordable Housing Pilot Program - 
SB 330 (Durazo)

Increases Flexibility for Community College  
Human Resources - AB 1383 (Carrillo)

Increases Funding for Student Basic Needs:

Requires community college to complete at minimum 
one three-unit course in ethnic studies as a  
requirement to obtain an Associate degree. 
The bill was held in the Senate Education Committee; 
however, the bill resulted in a BOG Title V regulatory 
change related to Ethnic Studies.

This bill provides flexibility to community colleges and 
districts wishing to enter into joint occupancy  
agreements with a private party to develop and  
operate affordable housing for students and  
employees. 
The bill was passed and signed into law by Governor 
Gavin Newsom on October 6, 2021. Chapter 572, 
Statues of 2021.

This bill makes technical changes to allow community 
colleges more time to complete their investigation of 
an academic employee accused of misconduct. 
The bill was passed and signed into law by Governor 
Gavin Newsom on June 28, 2021. Chapter 29, Statutes 
of 2021.

Increases funding for community college students’ 
basic needs, including food, housing, transportation, 
childcare, etc. 
Budget Item funds $30 million ongoing, and $100  
million in 2021-22 one-time allocation. Statewide 
Budget Request. SB 129 (Skinner)  Budget Act of 2021. 
Chapter 69, Section 12 of Article IV of the California 
Constitution.
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Chancellor Francisco C. Rodriguez at the Sacramento State Capitol

Assemblymember Isaac Bryan (AD-55) at West LA College

Senator Anthony Portantino (SD-25) with Trustee David Vela

Assemblymember Fong (AD-49) with Trustee Buelna, Chancellor 
Rodriguez, Ms. Veloz, and Ms. Kwong



WELCOMING THE WHITE HOUSE AND CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR TO THE LOS ANGELES COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT



WELCOMING THE WHITE HOUSE AND CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR TO THE LOS ANGELES COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT



Increases Funding for Student Housing and Basic Needs:
This budget request funds Student Transitional Housing and enables community colleges to partner with local 
agencies and nonprofits to provide transitional housing for homeless students. 
Budget Item funds $100 million statewide for student basic needs, including housing. An additional $1 million 
is ongoing. AB 132 (Committee on Budget) Budget Act of 2021. Chapter 144, Statutes of 2021.

2021

Increases Funding for Umoja 
Program:

Increases Funding for 
LGBTQ+ Students

Increases Funding for AB 
1460, the CSU Ethnic Studies 
BillIncreases funding for community 

college African-American student 
outreach, enrollment,  
and retention. 
Budget Item funds Umoja  
programs at $4.9 million ongoing. 
In 2022, an additional $1 million 
is ongoing. Statewide Budget 
Request. SB 129 (Skinner) Budget 
Act of 2021. Chapter 69,  
Section 12 of Article IV of the  
California Constitution.

This one-time budget request of 
$10 million provides additional 
funding to colleges to establish a 
Pilot Program to provide services 
to LGBTQ students. 
Budget Item funds $10 million 
Statewide – one-time grant.  
Statewide Budget Request. AB 
132 (Committee on Budget) 
Budget Act of 2021. Chapter 144, 
Statutes of 2021.

Budget Item funds $5 million,  
one-time funding for teacher  
training. Statewide Budget  
Request. SB 129 (Skinner) Budget 
Act of 2021. Chapter 69, Section 
12 of Article IV of the California 
Constitution.
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Trustees Henderson and Hernandez with Mr. Sam Prater (LA Room and Board), Vice Chancellor Albo-Lopez, and Ms. Veloz



2020

2019

(*LACCD planned a robust legislative 
and budgetary agenda in 2020; most 
2020 legislative proposals were halted 
due to the COVID-19 Pandemic).

Increases Funding for Student Basic 
Needs
LACCD Supported. State-allocated  
community colleges block grants for all 
COVID-related expenses. 
AB 89 (Ting) Budget Act of 2020. Chapter 
7, Section 12 of Article IV of the California 
Constitution. 

This bill provides tuition-free education at the  
Community Colleges for a 2nd year for all  
first-time, full-time (12 units or more) students.   
The bill was passed and signed into law by  
Governor Jerry Brown on October 4, 2019. 
Chapter 509, Statutes of 2019.

This proposal provides additional funding to the 
LACCD’s Dream Resource Centers to support  
undocumented students and LGBTQ students. 
$3.9 Million was allocated in The Budget Act for 
Student Basic Needs. Statewide Budget Request. 
AB 74 (Ting) Budget Act of 2019.  
Chapter 23, Section 12 of Article IV of the  
California Constitution.

Authorizes the Los Angeles Community College 
District (LACCD) to utilize a best value  
procurement process as a pilot project. 
The bill was passed and signed into law by  
Governor Jerry Brown on August 30, 2017.  
Chapter 173, Statutes of 2019.

Establishes the Community Colleges California 
College Promise Program | AB 2 (Santiago)

Increases funding for LACCD’s Dream  
Resource Centers and LGBTQ Students

Establishes the Los Angeles Community  
College District Best Value Procurement Pilot 
program | AB 356 (Santiago)
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Speaker of the Assembly Robert Rivas (AD-29) with Assembly-
members Mike Fong (AD-49) and Blanca Pacheco (AD-64)



2018
Simplifies the CCCApply Application - AB 3101 (Carrillo)

This bill removes unnecessary questions from the California Community College Application making it easier 
for students to apply. 
The bill was passed and signed into law by Governor Jerry Brown on September 19, 2018. Chapter 553,  
Statutes of 2018.

2017
Establishes the Community Colleges California College Promise Program - AB 19 (Santiago)

This bill establishes the California College Promise Program to provide community college tuition-free  
education for all first-time, full-time students, regardless of age, race, income, or documented status. 
The bill was passed and signed into law by Governor Jerry Brown on October 13, 2017. Chapter 735,  
Statutes of 2017.
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First Lady Dr. Jill Biden, former Los Angeles City Mayor Eric Garcetti, and Chancellor Francisco C. Rodriguez



2016
Expands the Dual Enrollment Program for undocumented students - AB 2364 (Holden)

This bill authorizes community college districts to waive fees for concurrently enrolled nonresident  
undocumented students and collect apportionment for them. 
The bill was passed and signed into law by Governor Jerry Brown on September 12, 2016. Chapter 299,  
Statutes of 2017.

2015
Establishes the College and Career Access Pathways Partnerships Program - AB 288 (Holden)

This bill authorizes community college districts to enter into a College and Career Access Pathways  
partnership with school district governing boards for student dual enrollment purposes. 
The bill was passed and signed into law by Governor Jerry Brown on October 8, 2015. Chapter 618,  
Statutes of 2015.
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Los Angeles Community College District Trustees with LACCD 2024 Advocacy Team



LOS ANGELES COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVES

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVES

STATE REPRESENTATIVES

LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES

Kelsey K. Iino, Ed.D.
President

Gabriel Buelna, Ph.D.

Nichelle Henderson

Andra Hoffman
2nd Vice President

Sara Hernandez, J.D.
1st Vice President

David Vela

Steven F. Veres

Ambyr Cynthia Baham
Student Trustee

U.S. Senator Alex Padilla
Representative Nanette Barragán

Representative Judy Chu
Representative Laura Friedman
Representative Jimmy Gomez

U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein
In Memoriam

Supervisor Kathryn Barger
Supervisor Janice Hahn

Supervisor Lindsey Horvath
Supervisor Holly Mitchell

Supervisor Hilda Solis

Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass
South Gate City Mayor Maria Davila

Culver City Mayor Dan O’Brien
Monterey Park Mayor Vinh T. Ngo

Senator María Elena Durazo
Senator Lena Gonzalez

Senator Caroline Menjivar
Senator Laura Richardson

Assemblymember Isaac Bryan
Assemblymember Sade Elhawary

Assemblymember Mike Fong
Assemblymember Jesse Gabriel

Assemblymember Michael Gipson

U.S Senator Adam Schiff
Representative Sydney Kamlager-Dove

Representative Luz Rivas
Representative Brad Sherman
Representative Maxine Waters

Senator Susan Rubio
Senator Lola Smallwood-Cuevas

Senator Henry Stern

Assemblymember Mark Gonzalez
Assemblymember Tina McKinnor

Assemblymember Celeste Rodriguez
Assemblymember José Luis Solache
Assemblymember Miguel Santiago
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We are delighted to announce the release of our latest initiative—a powerful educational advocacy 
video. This video is a vibrant celebration of the diverse Los Angeles Community College District  
student body, our state and federal legislative champions, and our key policy achievements.  
It is a testament to our commitment to inspire progressive change, increase access to high-quality  
post-secondary education, and ignite a passion for learning across our communities.
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We are the Colleges of Los Angeles!  LACCD (www.laccd.edu) is the nation’s  
largest community college district, educating about 210,000 students annually at 
its nine colleges that serve the residents of more than 36 cities and communities  
from 900 square miles of Los Angeles County.  Since 1969, the District has provided  
an important learning pathway for students seeking transfer to four-year colleges or 
universities while offering two-year degrees and certificated training programs to 
Southern California’s diverse workforce in many specialized trades and professions. 

ABOUT THE LOS ANGELES COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT

@LACCD    @LACCD    @LACCD    

www.LACCD.edu

FOLLOW US:




