
Senate in Action:
Expanding Access 
Through In-Language 
Programming at ELAC

Leticia L. Barajas

Academic Senate President 
& Career & Continuing 
Education, Vice Chair

Amanda Andrade

Child, Family and Education 
Studies Department Chair 
and Academic Senate First 
Vice President



• Largest of the nine 
colleges in the Los 
Angeles Community 
College District (LACCD)

• Serving ~37,000 students 
(Fall 2024) from East LA, 
San Gabriel Valley, and 
Southeast LA

• Home to students who 
speak Spanish, Mandarin, 
Cantonese, and 
Vietnamese

• In-language instruction 
launched 
in Noncredit/Continuing 
Education (Spanish) 
around 2019, building on 
District-wide efforts

• Designed to expand 
access for adult learners, 
recent immigrants, and 
working students

• Initial Academic Senate 
discussions began in 
2021

Overview East Los Angeles College



• Academic Senate Approved Guide to Selecting Faculty to Teach 
Courses in Languages Other Than English (April 2024)

• Curriculum Committee 2024 Credit Language Other Than 
English Curriculum Request Form

• Integrated into Academic Senate 2024-25 Goals

• Provide Leadership and Support for New and Innovative 
Faculty Approaches to Address Equity Gaps including 
Programming in Languages other than English

• Align with Senate initiatives, ZTC, Strategic Education Plan 

• Supported District Academic Senate Guidance for Selecting 
Faculty to Teach Courses in Languages Other Than English, 
March 2025

ELAC Academic Senate Efforts

https://studentlaccd.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/elac/committees/Academic-Senate/Public%20Library/Committee%20Documents/Actions%20Taken/Policies/Faculty%20Hiring%20Policies/ELAC_AS_Guide%20for%20Selecting%20Faculty%20to%20Teach%20in%20Language%20Other%20Than%20English_Apr2024.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=tuzkdZ
https://studentlaccd.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/elac/committees/Academic-Senate/Public%20Library/Committee%20Documents/Actions%20Taken/Policies/Faculty%20Hiring%20Policies/ELAC_AS_Guide%20for%20Selecting%20Faculty%20to%20Teach%20in%20Language%20Other%20Than%20English_Apr2024.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=tuzkdZ
https://studentlaccd.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/elac/committees/Academic-Senate/Public%20Library/Committee%20Documents/Actions%20Taken/Policies/Curriculum%20Degree%20and%20Certificates%20and%20Grading/Credit%20LOTE%20Proposal%20Form.doc?d=we7a906f53c5e4dc9984365c03953b52c&csf=1&web=1&e=U521pv
https://studentlaccd.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/elac/committees/Academic-Senate/Public%20Library/Committee%20Documents/Actions%20Taken/Policies/Curriculum%20Degree%20and%20Certificates%20and%20Grading/Credit%20LOTE%20Proposal%20Form.doc?d=we7a906f53c5e4dc9984365c03953b52c&csf=1&web=1&e=U521pv
https://studentlaccd.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/elac/committees/Academic-Senate/Public%20Library/Committee%20Documents/Actions%20Taken/Policies/Faculty%20Hiring%20Policies/LACCD%20DAS%20Guide%20for%20Selecting%20Faculty%20to%20Teach%20in%20Language%20Other%20Than%20English.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=O25N8G
https://studentlaccd.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/elac/committees/Academic-Senate/Public%20Library/Committee%20Documents/Actions%20Taken/Policies/Faculty%20Hiring%20Policies/LACCD%20DAS%20Guide%20for%20Selecting%20Faculty%20to%20Teach%20in%20Language%20Other%20Than%20English.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=O25N8G




•Purposeful Planning

•Goals

Child, Family and 

Education Studies 

LOTE Programming 

at ELAC



• CFES Department Status as of 
Spring 2025:

• 15 CH DEV courses approved 
to be offered in Spanish

• 6 more in process

• Since Fall 24 have offered 6 
courses – serving cohorts 
including 169 students

• Planning to offer 3 more 
courses, including a 
Practicum (field experience 
course) next academic year

• Ensure Meeting Student 
Needs

CFES In-Language Planning Process

• Step 1:

• Discipline faculty 
buy-in, advisory 
committee request, 
responsiveness

• Step 2:

• Approve all courses 
offered in the CH DEV 
discipline to be 
offered in LOTE 

• First in Spanish

• Find suitable 
textbooks

• Step 3:

• Schedule courses – 
Student-centered; 
aligned with cohort 
needs

• Select faculty – ELAC 
Academic Senate 
Guide

• Step 4:
• Evaluate and plan 

next steps



CFES Program Sequence Goals

Associate Teacher 
Certificate

• 4 Courses

• Offered in 
Spanish

Teacher 2 
Certificate

• 10 CH DEV 
Courses

• 16 GE Courses

Early Childhood 
Education AS-T 

• 8 CH DEV 
Courses

• Remaining 25 
units in GE



• Fully develop Associates Degree ZTC Pathway in 
Spanish

• Develop Summer/Fall 2025 for Programming 
Winter 2026

• Goal: In-Language Graduates for Spring 2027 

• Launch programming at Southeast College Campus 
(Fall 2026)

• Promote Faculty CTE/ZTC to Expand Courses and 
Other Languages 

• Build capacity for multi-language student supports, 
onboarding, etc.

• Launch Comprehensive Needs Assessment SGV

• Work with Faculty Union on Faculty Evaluations

The Work Ahead: 2025-2027

In-Language Courses for Associates 
Degree in Spanish – ZTC Pathways
• A - Bio 25 –Human Biology

• B1 - Chicano Studies 7 – Mexican American 
Experience of the United States I

• B2 – Child Development Courses (1, 11, 42, 
45)*

• C - Humanities - Spanish 35 - Spanish for 
Spanish Speakers; or Child Development 3*

• D1 - ESL 110
• D2 - CIS 101 – Intro to Computers and Their 

Uses 

• E - Health 2* - Health and Fitness

*Course approved In-Language Spanish



Questions & Contact Info
ELAC Academic Senate

Amanda Andrade

Chair, CFES & First Vice President, 
Academic Senate

andradaj@elac.edu

Leticia L. Barajas

President, Academic Senate & Vice Chair, 
Career and Continuing Education

barajall@elac.edu

https://www.elac.edu/about/committees/academic-senate
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